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L eukemia

Rachel Burns

The laser is absolutely brilliant and | use it daily, mostly on my son who has now had 21
months of chemotherapy for leukemia (ALL). He still has 17 months to go. Before the laser
arrived he suffered very badly from side-effects from the drugs, including debilitating peripheral
neuropathy in his hands. His oncologist told us that he was "doing it hard". He is now coping
very well. The drugs are still horrible but the side effects are not as bad and he shows no signs of
any neuropathy. Now that he is in the maintenance phase of his treatment, he is happy nearly all
the time, he is physically active, achieving very well at school and has many friends. He has
fitted in at school just like any other kid and it is not widely known that he is having treatment
for leukemia. He has been hospitalized only twice since the 10 days when the leukemia was first
diagnosed: 2 nights when he had campylobacter and became severely neutropenic and 2 nights a
couple of weeks ago when he broke his arm badly after being pushed out of a tree at school! He
is under the weather most of the time and the chemotherapy affects his appetite, moods and
energy levels significantly but he is still able to enjoy a pretty good quality of life. Of course the
laser has also been invaluable for treating cuts, bruises, scrapes and all manner
of other things.
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